
� In-depth Thinking

5. Why is Jennie so worried about her
studies? What evidence do we have
that she is not a “dull girl”?

6. What do we learn about the Yonson
family from Jennieʼs visit there?

7. Describe the conditions necessary for
the rosesʼ survival. How is their deli-
cacy symbolic?

8. How might you state the theme of this
story?

� Drawing Conclusions
9. Jenny laughs at herself three different

times in this story. Describe each
occurrence. What do these incidents
say about her character?

10. Write about a time in your own life
when an interest or hobby led to a
personal opportunity.

172 /  Short Stories

Jennie is single-mindedly
focused on success, yet she appreciates the warmth and friendship
of the Yonson home. She is equally drawn to the greenhouse. In a
few paragraphs explain why the greenhouse is so appealing to
Jennie. How is she similar to Mr. Brownlee’s roses?

First Impressions

�Quick Review
1. What are American Beauties?
2. Summarize Stan Sobieskiʼs role in the story.
3. Describe Mr. Brownlee and his sister.
4. What happened to Jennieʼs father?
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Selection
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the

Selection



Creating and Writing

1. Write a short essay about the effect of Mr. Brownleeʼs green-
house. Consider not only its impact on Jennie but on the town as a
whole. In general, what do roses symbolize? Specifically, what
might Mr. Brownleeʼs roses symbolize?

2. A synonym is a word with the same or approximate meaning as
another word. An antonym is a word with the opposite meaning. A synonym for
happy is glad; an antonym for happy is sad.  
Think of one word to describe Mr. Brownleeʼs greenhouse. Then list five synonyms
and five antonyms for that word. Define each word. Most likely you will find that
some of the antonyms will describe the town. Using these descriptive antonyms,
write a paragraph describing the bleak mining town in the story.

3. Using charcoal pastels, sketch a town scene on a piece of paper. Use only black to
sketch the entire scene—the sidewalks, streets, buildings and people. Now use
color to draw a single object, such as a flower or tree. Place it at or near the center
of your picture. Notice how the one bit of color brightens the whole page. Think
how Mr. Brownleeʼs greenhouse does this for the people of the mining town.  
Now, notice the black dust on your skin, on your fingers, and imagine this dust as
being always there. If you were a coal miner, or if you lived in a mining town, this
dust would be all around you. When you wash your hands, notice if any of the
black dust sticks to your skin or stays under your fingernails. Now, recall how
Jennie described Tim Yonsonʼs hands, clean but not white.
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Setting helps create mood. When a place is described as dark and cold, we react
negatively towards it. Conversely, a warm and well-lit setting attracts us. Use
descriptive and precise language in the following assignments.
1. Write a paragraph about an outdoor setting that produces a negative mood.
2. Write a paragraph about an indoor setting that produces a positive mood.
3. Write in detail about a place that instantly cheered or depressed you.
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